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Moral Dilemmas 

The Unfaithful Wife 

 

You are an emergency worker that has just been called to the scene of an accident. When you arrive you 

see that the car belongs to your wife. Fearing the worst you rush over, only to see she is trapped in her car 

with another man. He is obviously her lover, with whom she’s been having an affair. 

You reel back in shock, devastated by what you have just found out. As you step back, the wreck in front 

of you comes into focus. You see your wife is seriously hurt and she needs attention straight away. Even 

if she gets immediate attention there’s a very high chance she’ll die. You look at the seat next to her and 

see her lover. He’s bleeding heavily from a wound to the neck and you need to stem the flow of blood 

immediately. 

If you attend to your wife, her lover will bleed to death, and you may not be able to save her anyway. If 

you work on the lover, you can save his life, but your wife will definitely die. 

Who should you choose to work on? 
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The Incriminating Email 

 

 
 

You are the network administrator for a rather large company. You have a young family and need your 

job to support them. Part of your responsibility as a network administrator is to monitor the emails for the 

organization. Usually this just means occasionally allowing through emails for staff members that have 

been accidentally blocked by the spam filters. 

One day you get a helpdesk request from a staff member asking for an email to get released. Normally it’s 

standard procedure, except this time the request has come from the wife of a very good friend of yours. 

You recognize the name on the helpdesk request so quickly attend to the problem. As part of the 

procedure you need to manually open up the email to ensure that it isn’t actually spam. You find that it 

turns out to be an email to your friend’s wife from her lover. You scan the rest of the contents of the email 

and there is no doubt that she has been having an affair for some time now. 

You release the email, but you can’t decide what to do now. Your initial reaction is to call your friend up 

and tell him about the email, however you quickly realize that company policy is very strict about 

revealing the contents of staff emails, and you will certainly lose your job if your boss finds out. 

In any case you know that revealing this information presents great risk, because even if you don’t do it 

directly, there is a good chance that the dots will be joined somewhere along the line and you will be 

found out. However you feel that by not telling your friend you are helping his wife to get away with 

adultery and this troubles you greatly. 

What should you do? 
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The Drowning Children 

 

You and your family are going away for the weekend. Your daughter is 7 and is best friends with your 

niece, who is also 7. Your families are very close and your daughter asks if your niece can come with you 

on your holiday. You have been on holidays together before and don’t see any problem, so you agree. 

You arrive at your holiday destination and the house you are staying at backs onto a beach. The girls ask 

if they can go for a swim. You tell them that they have to wait until you have unpacked the car, but they 

can play on the sand directly in front of the beach. They run down to the sand, and you begin to unpack 

the car. After about 5 minutes, you hear screaming coming from the direction of the beach and it sounds 

like the girls. 

You run down to see what the matter is, and you discover that they hadn’t listened to you and have gone 

for a swim. There is no one else on the beach and the girls are caught in a rip tide. 

The girls are really struggling, particularly your niece who isn’t as strong a swimmer as your daughter is. 

You swim out quickly, but when you get there, you realize that there is no way you will be able to get 

both the girls back to the shore on your own. 

You need to decide which of the girls you will rescue first, you have enough strength and energy to rescue 

them both, but you can only do it one at a time. You look at the two girls, and your niece is really 

struggling to hold her head above water and you know if you take your daughter back first, there will be 

little or no chance that she will survive. 

Your daughter is struggling also, but is much stronger in the water and you estimate that if you take your 

niece back to shore first, there’s probably a 50% chance that your daughter will be able to stay afloat long 

enough for you return, but you simply don’t know how long she will hold on for. 

Who should you save first? 
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The Expensive Treatment 

 

Your partner is dying from a rare disease. Luckily a cure has recently been invented, by one druggist who 

lives fairly close to you. This druggist is selling the cure for ten times the amount it cost him to make it. 

You try to raise the money, but even borrowing from friends and taking a loan from the bank, you can 

only raise half the amount. You go to the druggist and offer to pay him half now and half later, but he 

refuses, saying that he invented the cure and is determined to make money off it. You beg him to sell it 

cheaper as your partner will die before you can raise the full amount, but he still refuses. 

You believe you could break into his store one night after he has gone home and steal the cure. This 

would definitely save your partner, although you might be arrested for the crime. 

What should you do? 

What if you could only steal the cure by killing the druggist? 
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